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In recent years, the work of Laura Grisi has undergone a powerful critical reappraisal. A 
sequence of major exhibitions, including retrospectives at Muzeum Susch and MAMCO 
Geneva, as well as appearances in international shows such as the 59th Venice Biennale, 
has repositioned her as a crucial voice whose investigations feel strikingly contemporary.
Long overlooked in dominant accounts of postwar art, Grisi is now recognized as a 
pioneering !gure whose investigations into perception, systems, and representation 
anticipated many central concerns of contemporary conceptual practice. The recent 
exhibition “The Endless Diagram,” at the gallery P420, o"ers a concise yet revelatory look 
at her early work, curated by Marco Scotini.

The exhibition brings together rediscovered early works from the 1960s and key pieces 
from the 1970s, revealing the continuity of her artistic vision. Grisi’s work is grounded in a 
radical premise: objects do not exist as !xed realities but only through their representa-
tions. From the start of her career, she explored how phenomena could be translated 
across media (into diagrams, numbers, photographic sequences, or textual signs), trea-
ting each form as an equivalent mode of knowledge. Rather than privileging expression, 
she emphasized processes of permutation, combination, and measurement. This metho-
dological approach already appears in the early paintings presented in the exhibition, 
many of which were !rst shown in the 1960s.

These works resemble analytical charts more than traditional paintings. Some consist of 
layered frames !lled with ideograms, calligraphic marks, and algebraic symbols, functio-
ning less as gestures than as systems of notation. Others diagram photographic devices 
such as lenses, apertures, and exposure calculations—placing the mechanics of vision at 
the center while leaving the supposed subject indistinct. By foregrounding the apparatus 
of perception, Grisi challenges the belief that mechanical images provide objective truth. 
Travel played a decisive role in shaping this outlook. Journeys with !lmmaker Folco 

Quilici exposed her to diverse cultures and reinforced her skepticism toward singular 
perspectives. Translation became both a theme and a method: she repeatedly transformed 
images and data from one medium to another, demonstrating that meaning is always 
relative and contingent.

The exhibition culminates with major later works that extend these concerns into spatial 
installations. In “Hypothesis about Time” (1975), repeated stopwatch images stretch a single 
second across an entire room, disrupting linear temporality. Such works exemplify Grisi’s 
commitment to multiplicity and indeterminacy, qualities that resonate strongly with 
present-day artistic discourse.
By juxtaposing early experiments with mature masterpieces, “The Endless Diagram” shows 
that Grisi’s conceptual rigor was present from the beginning, rea#rming her historical 
importance and positioning her as a contemporary thinker whose art continues to challenge 
how we see, measure, and understand the world.
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of perception, Grisi challenges the belief that mechanical images provide objective truth. 
Travel played a decisive role in shaping this outlook. Journeys with !lmmaker Folco 

Quilici exposed her to diverse cultures and reinforced her skepticism toward singular 
perspectives. Translation became both a theme and a method: she repeatedly transformed 
images and data from one medium to another, demonstrating that meaning is always 
relative and contingent.

The exhibition culminates with major later works that extend these concerns into spatial 
installations. In “Hypothesis about Time” (1975), repeated stopwatch images stretch a single 
second across an entire room, disrupting linear temporality. Such works exemplify Grisi’s 
commitment to multiplicity and indeterminacy, qualities that resonate strongly with 
present-day artistic discourse.
By juxtaposing early experiments with mature masterpieces, “The Endless Diagram” shows 
that Grisi’s conceptual rigor was present from the beginning, rea#rming her historical 
importance and positioning her as a contemporary thinker whose art continues to challenge 
how we see, measure, and understand the world.
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